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Abstract 
This talk explores how early modern Koreans perceived Japan when they struggled to modernize their 
country in the late 19th and early 20th-century. Despite a long history of rivalry and conflict, Korea 
(then the Chosŏn dynasty [1392-1910]) regarded Japan as a model for Western-style modernization, 
deeply impressed by its rapid and remarkable transformation after the Meiji Restoration (1868). This 
shift paralleled the experiences of other non-Western countries grappling with the challenge of 
rebalancing the power asymmetry with the West. By examining the discourses on Japan in early 
modern Korea, this talk aims to help us gain a novel understanding of how Koreans reconceived their 
long-time adversary as a great source of national inspiration during the early stage of Korea’s 
modernization. 
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